
By Karen Mitchell, Giving Day Coordinator
• • •

This coming Tuesday will mark the beginning of  a 
capital campaign to raise money for an exciting new 
addition to the Middle School Building. !After 
the success of  last year's one-day fundraising 
campaign toward the purchase of  a new school 
van, which has been a wonderful asset for 
school trips and 
sporting events, we 
have great 
expectations for 
increased 
participation from 
families, friends, 
and especially 
alumni!

Laconia Christian 
Academy holds the Holiday Gala fundraiser in the 
fall to underwrite the tuition Grant fund. The Spring 
fundraiser, however, raises funds for special projects. 

The school Administration, together with the 
Strategic Planning Committee, pinpointed the need 
for a formal Welcome Center and Admissions office 
as a pressing need, especially because there is also a  
need for additional classroom space in the 
elementary school. The Welcome Center affords the 
construction of  two additional classrooms on the 
second floor in the near future. Increased enrollment 
in the past few years has meant separate classes for 
1st through 4th grade, whereas they had been 
combined into two groups previously. This means 
grades 5 and 6 will soon need individual classroom 
space as well, which can be conveniently located 
above the Welcome Center, adjacent to be current 
5th and 6th grade combined classroom.

This year's goal is to fund Phase I of  a new Main 
Entrance which will be built onto the existing Middle 

School building. We will break ground on a 900 sq. 
ft. addition to the north side of  the building where 
the main entrance is currently located. !

Phase I of  the addition will include renovations to 
the existing building: a new entry door, new flooring 
and stair tread coverings, and a new entrance on the 
east side of  the building with hallway to access 
upstairs classrooms. !The estimated cost for this 

portion of  the 
project is 
$45,000.

Phase II is 
affectionately 
being called the 
“Welcome 
Center” because 
it will house a 
new dedicated 

reception and waiting area, an 
admissions office, as well as guest and 
faculty bathrooms and additional office 
space. !The best part of  this welcome 

addition!will be the two new classrooms on the 
second floor! These classrooms will most likely 
become an art room for middle and high school 
students, and a homeroom for one of  the middle 
school classes. The estimated cost for this larger 
portion of  the project is $155,000.

Look for the link to our online giving portal through 
email and social media in the next few days. The 
portal will only be active for 24 hours, but checks 
and other forms of  payment are always welcome. 
We're hoping to increase our participation in this 
year's Giving Day event by at least 60% from last 
year, so get ready to challenge your friends and 
family to join you as we prepare for these beautiful 
changes on campus!

Contact Karen Mitchell, the Giving Day 
Coordinator, with questions or matching challenge 
offers.
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Raise (The Roof) 
Up!
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OUT AND ABOUT:

In preparation for their performance at the LCA Christmas Concert, the US 

Drama class went to see a production of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol in 

December. They had such a wonderful time that preparations are already in the 

works to take more students next year!

Mrs. Mitchell’s and Mrs. Hancock’s first and second 

graders took a trip to the Squam Lakes Science Center 

on February 16th, and had a great time. Their day 

included snowshoeing, a visit with a red-tailed hawk, 

and lots of other great learning! Thanks to all the 

chaperones who helped make the trip possible!

The Second Annual School Talent Show brought in some great talents, from musicians 

and singers, to gymnastics and yo-yo tricks! The upper school chorus and worship team 

also made an appearance to show off their skills and hard work.

Mrs. Bleiler’s upper school drama class had the pleasure of 

visiting Ms. Cornwell’s 3rd grade class to watch the dress 

rehearsal of "Grandmother Spider Brings the Sun." Morgan 

McCarthy stepped up as a last minute stand-in for the sun- 

the show must go on!



Dramatic Overtime Ends Season 
By Karen Mitchell

• • •

LCA was pleased to field both a girls’ and boys’ basketball team this winter.! Zoe Jamison ’12 
coached her first season for the girls team, assisted by Stace Hendricks, mother of  Autumn (grade 
10) and Ryann (grade 8).! Pastor Mike Koepfer started the season as the coach for the boys team, 
then handed the reigns over to Karen Mitchell, faculty member and mother of  Jillian (grade 4) and 
Adam (grade 2).! Mrs. Mitchell was assisted by Jim Foote, step-father of  Brian Parys ’00.

Unfortunately, due to the many snow “events” that coincided with game days, quite a few of  the girls’ 
games were rescheduled or canceled, leaving the team with just 9 games played.! Happily, they had enough 
practice time to “gel” as a team, improve their passing and shooting, and compete well against the other 
teams, including a 1-point loss in overtime.! Though there were no checks in the “win” column this year, 
high scorer Deborah Umwiza racked up some impressive score totals.

On February 8, 2017, the LCA girls’ and boys’ basketball teams hosted the Holy Family Academy Griffins 
from Manchester, NH. Because of  conflicts with winter weather, this was to be the third and final game for the boys’ team this season.! 
(The three canceled games were unable to be rescheduled.) The boys took the court after the girls' game, and played an impressive 
double overtime to post a win, 44-41! !The excitement and suspense throughout the game was palpable, and even brought to mind the 
recent Superbowl. But with help from leading LCA point scorer Eric Gafurafura (grade 12), there was never more than a 6-point spread 
in either team's favor. It was an intense hard fought game, and a great way to end the season.

With just two players returning from the 2014-2015 season, the 13-person boys’ team had a lot 
of  skills to learn, but focused heavily on ball handling, making significant progress and evading 
defenders more easily in their final game.!The team’s high scorers Eric Gafurafura and Afton 
LaGrandeur (grade 8), posted a total of  56 of  the 78 points for the three games.

!The coaches are looking forward to more progress next year with a full compliment of  games 
for both teams.! Many thanks to Sylvia McCarthy who did all of  the game scheduling (and re-
scheduling!) for LCA,  and to all the parents and families who supported players from the 

stands. It was very much appreciated!

By Tanaya Call, Ski Day Coordinator, and Sarah Wagner
• • •

For the second year running LCA has dedicated a slew of  Fridays to 
taking full advantage of  the natural world around us here in NH. We 
ventured “up the hill” to Cannon Mountain for 6 weeks of  glorious 
skiing and snowboarding. Every child has dramatically improved with 

the help of  the experienced Cannon staff  instructors. The kids are all 
having two hour lessons and plenty of  chaperoned ski time to practice their new skills. “It’s 
been amazing to watch non-skiers progress and gain confidence,” says Mrs. Lewis. 

However, this program could not happen without all of  the amazing chaperones that show 
up every week and dedicate time skiing with the kids. A heartfelt thank you to all  
who planned, drove, and supported in many different ways the 

LCA winter ski program.  March 17th will be the last snowsports day for this year, but we will be 
returning to Cannon again next year and pray for another snow filled season!

In other ‘snowsports’ related news, Morgan McCarthy has made LCA proud with an incredible 
showing in the NH State Championship Giant Slalom. He started the day skiing from 90th place, 
but after the run of  his life he finished his first run in 8th! After his second run he had moved 
even farther up to 4th! “Sylvia and I couldn't be any happier for him,” says his father Kevin 
McCarthy. “He's put in the hard work and then picked a good time to have a ‘break out day’!"

His strong Giant Slalom performance qualifies him to move on to the Eastern Championships 
next weekend at Sunday River Maine. He'll face the top skiers from NE, NY, NJ and PA. 

LCA Snow Adventures!



By Afton LeGrandeur and Mrs. Wagner
• • •

Christmas Fun Day was a day packed with lots of  events that took 
place in the gym on the last day before Christmas break. The 
Worship Team started off  the day with prayer and the 
performance of  a few Christmas carols for the entire school. It 
also turned out that it was Pastor Mike's last day at LCA. 

Everyone took time to pray over him and say their farewells to him 
and his family before he headed off  for his new ministry in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Once the Lower School returned to their classrooms for Christmas parties, the Upper School 
moved on with its activities. The festivities included Christmas charades grouped by societies, a 
hilarious Christmas carol memory game inspired by some comedy improv exercises, a few games of 
dodgeball, and even a ping pong table set up in the back. The highlight of  the day, however, was 
when each grade had to make a 'music video' for a silly Christmas song and perform it for everyone 

else! Each group had about half  an hour to plan out their routine, pick from the available goofy costumes, and practice 
their act. The results were certainly memorable! The seventh grade knocked it out of  the 
park with their rendition of  ‘I want a hippopotamus for Christmas!’

The staff  also joined in to the activities and even had their own team during the charades 
game! There was also a judging of  Christmas cookies planned from staff  and students, but 
Abby McKinney was the only participant and was therefore the automatic winner! 

Christmas Fun Day

By Meg Glines
• • •

At this year's Christmas Concert the Lower School sang a 
selection of  songs accompanied by Mrs. Rebecca 
Mitchell and Mrs. Carrie Larrabee on the piano. Next 
came Part One of  the Upper School Drama Production, then the Upper 
School Chorus sang a wonderful selection of  songs led by Mrs. Carrie 
Larrabee and accompanied by Mrs. Rebecca Mitchell on the piano. Before the 
Upper School Worship Team, led by Mr. David White, sang songs and played 
their musical instruments, the Drama Class performed Part Two of  their 
production. After that some of  the upper school Spanish students, led by Mrs. 
Kristen Koepfer, sang 'Silent Night' in Spanish. The audience joined in for a 

couple verses in English, and then the night wrapped with everyone singing 'Joy to the World.' 

This year the Drama Class performed A Christmas Carol: Radio Play at the Christmas 
Concert. Mrs. Jen Bleiler did a great job directing her class in this wonderful adaptation of  
Dickens' classic story. The class worked hard preparing for the night, making sure they got the 
sound effects they needed, along with getting their hair, clothing, makeup, and jewelry to 

match the period.

The cast included Jeffrey Bettez, Jared Bettez, Abigail 
Dadian, Grace Shoemaker, Grace O'Brien, Abigail 
McKinney, Derek Wirth, Morgan McCarthy, and Matthew 
Koepfer.

Christmas Concert



By Rick Lewis and Sarah Wagner
• • •

Underneath the Northwest end of  the Lower School is a half-cellar. 
It's!a dark, dank spooky place previously known as the "dungeon" and 

other non-affectionate names. It was a underutilized space in need of  some major 
repairs, and now it’s getting new life as an all-purpose on-campus workshop!

The space will now fulfill three separate functions. First, it houses the potable water system!which will pump 
water from!one of  the three!artesian wells on campus, filter it, store it in three three-hundred gallon plastic 
tanks, and send it to all the bathrooms, water fountains, and other places where potable water is needed on 
campus. Second, the now enlarged crawl space will!house cleaning, painting, maintenance, and repair items that 
can’t be stored in the barn or Admin Building loft. This greatly increases the school’s storage, and will provide 
the ability to keep our resources more easily accessible and not forgotten!!Third, the new workshop will be 
used to support general maintenance and repair work, as well as special on campus projects. 
Someday it might even be available to students, under the watchful eye of  staff  and or 
volunteers. 

Students helped clean up the space prior to renovation. Two coats of  dry lock water seal 
were applied to the inner foundation walls before the new walls were framed in. Electrical 
work has begun to upgrade all the wiring, lights and outlets. A wash-up sink with on-
demand hot water is also planned. After!electrical and plumbing work is completed, 
plywood will be installed on the wall framing, as well as cabinets, shelves, peg boards for 
tools and brackets for lumber racks.!

The shop is being outfitted with a few tools already owned by LCA, as well as with wood 
working machines (drill press, lathe, table saw/jointer, band saw), power tools, and hand 
tools donated from the estates of  J. Kenneth!Forbes and Richard Myron Lewis. More 
donations are always welcome! Surplus and/or duplicate tools will be sold to help defer 
project costs. So far, the costs are being shared by the two aforesaid estates and LCA. Craftsman 
and volunteers!involved with this renovation project include David Blake (excavation), Greg Selesky (electrical), !
Steve Forbes (heavy labor), Matt Greenwood (plumber),!Paul Reese (carpentry), and various students.

Please contact Rick Lewis if  you would like support this project by working or making cash or tool donations!
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• • •
Did you know you can purchase yearbooks right now!? Did you know, that if  you pay online at 
Jostens.com you can pay in three smaller installments so you don’t get whacked at the end of  
the year when all your kids want one? Plus, if  you order now you save $5 off  the end of  year 

price! So go get yours now!

Did you know?

Campus Update: Do you 
want to build a workshop?
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3/17             Snowsports Day 6 

3/20- 24  All School Spirit Week

3/21         RAISE UP Giving Day!

3/23      5th  & 6 th  Latin Conference 

3/28-4/6   Honduras Mission Trip

4/14   Good Friday Early Dismissal

5/19-21              THE WIZ!!!!
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Upcoming Events:

In this Issue: Report on  - Class Trips - 
Basketball - Christmas Fun Day - Campus 

Updates - and more! 


